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Editorial
Keep Learning
by Bro Stephen Frost
In January, this publication introduced the Five Ways to Wellbeing as the lens through which Second 
Rising would look at Freemasonry across Northumberland in 2026. In March we turned to Give, and 
found charity expressed less in totals than in time, attention and presence. In May we turned to Be Active, 
and found activity measured not in miles but in willingness to move. In July we turned to Connect, and 
found that connection needs only common ground and the willingness to stand on it.
This issue turns to Keep Learning. In November, Take Notice will close the year.
Of the five, Keep Learning is the one Freemasonry already had a word for. We are charged to make a daily 
advancement in Masonic knowledge. It is one of the few instructions in the Craft phrased as an obligation 
rather than an invitation, and one of the few that has no end point built into it.
What follows in this issue is a shorter record than usual, and it is worth saying why.
Lodges have been in recess. Very little has happened in the Lodge room since June, which is exactly as it 
should be. But the Communications Hub has also been live since July, and in that time it has received five 
submissions. Some were suited to social media rather than a longer publication, and only a small number 
have provided material for these pages.
That is the honest position. Second Rising is not a magazine that goes out and finds the news. It is a 
magazine that prints what the Province sends it. Where a Lodge, Chapter or committee has sent 
something, it is in these pages. Where nothing came, there is nothing to print.
So the ask this issue is simple, and it is the same ask as the theme. If your Lodge has marked a milestone, 
run an event, supported a cause, welcomed a new Brother or done anything at all worth the telling, send it 
to the Hub. A few lines and a photograph is enough. Nobody is expecting a polished article.
The Province is not short of activity. It is short of activity that anybody has told us about.
Learning, in the end, is a two-way exchange. We cannot share what we do not know.



Keep Learning: Guarding the Mind Through Growth
by W Bro Sumer Sardag
As Freemasons, we are explicitly tasked with making a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge. It is a 
core principle of our Craft: a lifelong, continuous pursuit of understanding symbolism, moral philosophy 
and timeless truths. But as the Inner Guard of our own wellbeing, keeping the mind active and open to 
learning does something deeper. It keeps our minds sharp, builds our self-esteem and gives us a real sense 
of purpose.
Learning should not stop when we leave school or university. Whether it is inside the Lodge room or out 
in the wider world, choosing to grow can make a valuable contribution to our wellbeing.

Turning Words into Progress
Making a daily advancement is about more than memorising lines. It is about asking ourselves, how can I 
apply this today? It is about reflecting on integrity, kindness or responsibility, and choosing honesty even 
when it is difficult.
Inside the Lodge, we turn this principle into real progress by embracing the challenge of the ritual. As 
someone who loves the ritual, I know first hand the hard work it takes to master pieces like the Third 
Degree Ancient Walking Charge or the Presentation of the Volume of the Sacred Law. It can be daunting 
to stand up and speak, but true growth happens when we step beyond what feels safe and familiar.
When we work hard to deliver a charge properly, looking the candidate in the eye and making sure he is 
truly impressed by the weight of the words, we are not just passing on tradition. We are stretching our 
comfort zones. Overcoming that nervousness and delivering a piece of work well gives an incredible boost 
of confidence and pride, building an inner strength that stays with us long after the Lodge doors close.

Cultivating Curiosity
Freemasonry is a lifelong study, and cultivating curiosity keeps life interesting. Every symbol, tracing 
board and piece of history holds layers of meaning. In my role as a Provincial Assistant Director of 
Ceremonies, one of my favourite parts of our team visits is listening to the Senior or Junior Grand 
Wardens give a toast to the Lodge. Hearing them detail the rich, unique history of a Lodge reminds me 
how much there is left to discover.
This curiosity should not stop at the Lodge door. Readers may recall the 75-mile walk along the Camino 
Inglés written up in the July issue. That was mine, and it taught me as much as any book has. I also find 
myself opening my language books to learn Spanish, Italian and French. Learning a new language or 
testing your physical limits on a trail keeps the mind active and brings a real sense of personal 
achievement.

A Two-Way Street
Finally, we must remember that education in the Craft is a shared journey, not a solo study. We learn from 
each other. True Masonic education is a two-way street where we pass on wisdom and build each other 
up.
We learn just as much from listening to an older Brother share his life experiences over a drink at the 
Festive Board as we do from mentoring a brand new Brother taking his first steps. This shared knowledge 
reminds us that we are never alone in our pursuit of growth.

Guard Your Mind, Keep Learning
The right thing for our wellbeing is to never let our minds grow stagnant.
By actively choosing to learn, whether that means taking on a new office, mastering a new charge, picking 
up a language or lacing up your boots for a new trail, we are strengthening our Inner Guard. We are 
protecting our mental agility, nurturing our self-confidence and ensuring that our daily advancement 
keeps us moving forward, together.
What is your next step on the path of learning, Brethren?



Sixty-Three and Counting | Solomon Diplomas in 
Northumberland

Sixty-three Solomon Diplomas have now been awarded across the Province of 
Northumberland.
Figures recently received from UGLE show 1,509 Diplomas awarded across the 
whole of the United Grand Lodge of England. Northumberland accounts for 
roughly 4.18% of that national total.

Northumberland is one of forty-eight Provinces, and not among the largest. The May issue of this 
publication reported forty-six Diplomas. Seventeen more have followed since.
The Diploma recognises those who have worked through the Solomon programme and demonstrated a 
sustained engagement with Masonic learning. It is not a certificate of attendance. It takes time, and it 
takes reading.
Those working towards theirs are reminded to forward confirmation of completion to the Learning and 
Development Team, as Solomon does not notify the Province automatically.
A recording of the presentation is available via the links page at the end of this issue, and full details on the 
Diploma and how to achieve it are on the Learning and Development pages of the Provincial website. 
Enquiries to learning@pgln.org.uk.
With thanks to Bob Waddell and the Provincial Learning and Development Team.

Portal | Now at 54%
54% of the Province's membership is now registered on Portal, the UGLE 
membership system being rolled out nationally across England and Wales.
The figure stood at 51% in March and rose to 54% in July, where it remained as 
of 18 August.
Portal is no longer simply a personal membership record. Lodge Secretaries 

and Chapter Scribe Es can amend member contact details directly, and further functionality for 
Treasurers and Lodge administration is on the way. Lodge Returns and Registration Forms are coming to 
Portal soon.
The Learning and Development Team continues to deliver training by webinar, allowing Secretaries and 
Scribe Es to take part from home rather than travelling to a separate venue. A further registration push is 
planned before publication, including an email to everyone initiated in the last 18 months encouraging 
them to register. Watch your email for dates, or contact portal@pgln.org.uk with any questions.

National Digital Media Campaign | Phase 2
Following the success of Phase 1 of the third National Digital Media Campaign, UGLE will launch Phase 2 
on 9 September 2026, with the campaign running until 6 December 2026.
Using Facebook and Instagram, the campaign will show how Freemasonry's values of Integrity, 
Friendship, Respect and Service remain just as relevant today, while highlighting the importance of 
genuine face-to-face connection in an increasingly digital world.
The campaign will direct potential members into the established enquiry process. Lodges are asked to 
ensure their Membership Officers and teams are ready to welcome and support any new enquiries that 
come their way, and to support and share official UGLE and Provincial campaign material where 
appropriate.
Together, we can turn online interest into a warm Masonic welcome.



Squarely Speaking | Where the Podcast Has Got To
The Province launched its podcast in May. Five episodes have now been recorded.
Episode 1, Tony Harvey.
Recorded during his weekend in Northumberland, covering culture, communication, 
mentoring, and where Freemasonry goes next. The response was strong, and the most 
common piece of feedback was that people wanted more of it. He may well be invited back.
Episode 2, Paul Winship.
The Provincial Grand Charity Steward on the Northumberland 2031 Festival: five years, a seven-figure 
target, and the thinking behind how a Province turns structured giving into sustained momentum.
Episode 3, the Provincial Grand Master.
RW Bro Kevin Stannard on the state of the Province and the direction of travel.
Episode 4, John Bruce.
Carrying Festival responsibility alongside the PGM, on how the target actually gets met.
Episode 5, Guy Smith.
The Temple Run in his own words: four hundred miles, a stress fracture, a borrowed bicycle, and 
Freemasons waiting at roadsides the length of England.
Episodes are released every month or so through Provincial channels and the Squarely Speaking YouTube 
channel. Links at the end of this issue.
Squarely Speaking exists to bring Masonic conversation out of the Lodge room and into a format Brethren 
can listen to on the commute, the walk or the allotment. It is not a broadcast. It is a conversation, made 
available to whoever wants to listen.
If there is someone in the Province you think should be on it, say so through the Hub.

Second Rising | Four Issues In
This is the fifth issue of Second Rising since the relaunch in January.
Across the year the publication has followed the Five Ways to Wellbeing, one theme at a time, using them 
to notice and record what is already happening across Northumberland rather than to prescribe anything 
new. Give in March. Be Active in May. Connect in July. Keep Learning here. Take Notice will close the 
sequence in November.
In that time these pages have carried fifty-year and sixty-year certificates from a dozen Lodges, a Lodge 
closing its warrant after seventy-nine years, a four-hundred-mile run, a Camino pilgrimage, boxing titles, 
a Lodge that topped up a kayaker's shortfall to unlock match funding, grants to red squirrel conservation, 
veterans' charities, Guide groups and a children's play project, and the quiet work of Almoners and 
Visiting Volunteers that almost never gets written down.
None of that was found by the Communications Team. All of it was sent in, or mentioned in passing to 
someone who passed it on.
Which is the point, and the problem.



Tell Your Story | The Communications Hub
The PGLN Communications Hub went live in July at pglnhub.uk. It is the 
single point of contact for anything you would like to share with the 
Provincial Communications Team: news, photographs, event details, Lodge 
milestones, community activity, or anything else that reflects what 
Freemasonry in Northumberland looks like in practice.
Since launch it has received five submissions. Some have been used for social 
media rather than Second Rising, which is exactly what the Hub is for: not 
everything submitted needs to become an article.
Five submissions is a start. But the Province has more than 2,500 members 
across dozens of Lodges, Chapters and Side Orders, and it is reasonable to 

assume that far more than five things worth sharing have happened since the Hub launched.
What is actually happening is that good stories are being told at the festive board, photographed on 
someone's phone, and going no further. The Hub exists precisely so that the people who know what is 
happening do not have to work out who to tell.
You do not need to write a polished article. A few lines and a photograph is enough to work with.
If something is happening in your Lodge or Chapter, use it. Links at the end of this issue.

Festival News
Coast to Coast, by Gary Stephenson

Thanks to everyone who sponsored Bro Phil Green and me, and a massive thanks to Bro Jim Renwick for 
giving up his weekend to be our support driver. It was an epic weekend with plenty of climbing. The 
weather was mostly good, although it turned wet for the final few miles; thankfully there was no wind.
We met at 6am at Renwick's Flooring in Byker, where Jim loaded the van with our kit before driving us to 
Whitehaven Harbour. After dipping our rear wheels in the Irish Sea, we set off at 9am. Day one covered 57 
miles and 4,596 feet of climbing through the Lake District, including Whinlatter Pass.
Day two was even tougher. It started wet but soon dried up. We had 73 miles across the Pennines to 
Tynemouth, with 5,154 feet of climbing and the gruelling, seemingly never-ending climbs of Hartside 
Pass, Nenthead, Allanheads and the leg-and-lung-busting off-road section at Rookhope.



Silent Auction | Newcastle Legends
The Silent Auction of two original framed artworks by John Dyer of Windle Creative, depicting Kevin 
Keegan and Alan Shearer, closed on 31 August.
The winning bids totalled £400.
Both works were donated specifically in support of the Northumberland 2031 Festival.

The Temple Run | The Final Figure
The Temple Run raised a final total of £34,467.50, including 
Gift Aid.
Guy Smith left Lansdowne Terrace in Gosforth on 1 June 
and reached Freemasons' Hall ten days later, with 407 miles 
on the watch and 429 by his own reckoning. The full story is 
in his own words on Squarely Speaking. Links at the end of 
this issue.

Building Together Through Sustained Giving
A reminder that a regular contribution of £7.50 per month qualifies a Brother as a Steward of the 
Northumberland 2031 Festival. Festival jewels are awarded at the qualifying levels, beginning with 
Steward.
Donations are accepted directly through the Festival website. Links at the end of this issue.

The Buggy That Nobody Will Notice | Calvert Kielder
A grant of £2,639 from the Trustees of the 
Richard Henry Holmes Masonic Benevolent Fund 
has paid for a new Cushman Hauler utility buggy 
at Calvert Kielder, delivered to the centre on 7 
August.
Calvert Kielder provides outdoor adventure and 
respite experiences for disabled people, families 
and carers across a forty-acre site. Until now the 
maintenance and housekeeping teams have 
shared a single ageing buggy to move equipment, 
luggage, supplies and materials across the whole 
centre, with one team waiting while the other 
worked.
Becky Nicholson, Head of Relationships and 
Fundraising, wrote to the Trustees to say that 

guests may never notice the buggy itself, but they will notice what it enables: faster maintenance 
responses, quicker room turnarounds, and staff spending less time crossing the site and more time 
supporting the people who come to stay.
At the handover, David Common of Rickerby Limited presented the keys to Pete Coulson, Head of 
Maintenance and Activities. Gaz Clint of the maintenance team took it for its first drive.
The Trustees meet twice a year, in March and October, to consider applications. Every application is 
looked at individually, and what they look for is simple: would this money make a real difference, and 
would it be well used?
This one will be in use every day, and almost nobody will ever see it. That is usually a good sign.
With thanks to W Bro Ray Dryden, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, and W Bro Nick Deakin, 
Provincial Grand Secretary.



On the Water | Dragon Boat, and What 
Comes Next
Northumberland will not be fielding a crew at the NE1 Newcastle 
Dragon Boat Race on 26 September. A place in this year's race was not 
secured in time.
The Province has now reserved its place for 2027, and this time the list 
opens early. If you want to paddle, drum, or turn out on the quayside in 
support, email me now and I will put your name down. No experience is 
needed. That is rather the point of it.
Also under consideration: a paddle along the Caledonian Canal.
Readers may remember the July issue, in which a Brother kayaked the length of the Caledonian Canal for 
his local Scout district, raising just under £3,000, and St Alban Lodge No. 5322 called an emergency 
Founders and Past Masters meeting to top up the shortfall and unlock £1,325 of Sport England match 
funding.
It seemed a shame to leave it at one man. If there is appetite for a Provincial group to take on the same 
route, in whatever form suits the numbers, register your interest by email and we will see what the 
response looks like before committing to anything.
Both lists are open now. Bookings and expressions of interest to stephen.frost@pgln.org.uk.

Save the Dates
Demonstration of the Ceremony of the Veils and Savage Club Exaltation Ceremony Thursday 29 
October 2026 Byker Masonic Centre, Corbridge Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1HY
Prestonian Lecture 2026, "King Solomon's Temple in Myth and Ritual" Friday 30 October 2026 Fern 
Avenue Masonic Hall Fern Avenue is one of only four Lodges officially selected by UGLE to host the 2026 
Prestonian Lecture.
Freemasons' National Service of Remembrance Saturday 31 October 2026 National Memorial 
Arboretum, Croxall Road, Burton upon Trent, DE13 7AR Hosted by the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Derbyshire
Coffee available to purchase from 11.00am. Service at 12 noon outside the Aspects building. Parade to the 
Masonic Garden at 12.40pm. Wreath laying at 12.50pm. Act of Remembrance at 1.00pm. Lunch, if 
booked, served in the Aspects building from 1.20pm.
Attendance is free but booking is requested so that numbers can be managed. Lunch is £26 and must be 
pre-booked. Car parking is £8 on the day, or £5 if pre-booked. Booking link on the links page.
Northumberland Light Blues AGM Tuesday 3 November 2026, 7.00pm, followed by a buffet Byker 
Masonic Centre, Corbridge Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1HY
Provincial Craft AGM Thursday 26 November 2026, 3.00pm prompt, Brethren seated by 2.30pm 
Newcastle Racecourse

For more further infomaiton including a link to our 
submission form as well as links to other useful resources, 

notes and key dates, scan the QR code or visit:

www.pinboardly.com/pgln

https://www.pinboardly.com/pgln
https://www.pinboardly.com/pgln

